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and entered between the two completely deserted banks
of the river, and breasted some islands shaded with the
grand forests of cacao-trees. The sky was heavily charged
with electric cumuli, warning them of renewed storms.

The Rio Jurua, coming from the south-west, soon joins
the river on the left. A vessel can go up it into Peru
without encountering insurmountable obstacles among its
white waters, which are fed by a great number of petty
affluents.

" It is perhaps in these parts/* said Manoel, " that we
ought to look for those female warriors who so much as-
tonished Orellana. But we ought to say that, like their
predecessors, they do not form separate tribes; they are
simply the wives who accompany their husbands to the
fight, and who, among the Juruas, have a great reputation
for bravery."

The jangada continued to descend; but what a laby-
rinth the Amazon now appeared! The Rio Japura, whose
mouth was forty-eight miles on ahead, and which is one
of its largest tributaries, runs almost parallel with the
river.

Between them were canals, iguarapes, lagoons, temporary
lakes, an inextricable network which renders the hydro-
graphy of this country so difficult

But if Araujo had no map to guide him, his experience
served him more surely, and it was wonderful to see him